Summary: In alpha-taxonomic terms the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa, which includes the entire Albany Centre of Endemism, is one of the richest succulent plant regions in the world. The mild climate of the region is also suitable for the cultivation of a number of exotic succulents, several of which have escaped into the natural flora, subsequently becoming naturalised. The five species of Agave L. recorded for the Eastern Cape are here described and illustrated as part of compiling a Flora for the region. The species are Agave angustifolia Haw. var. angustifolia, A. americana L. var. americana, A. sisalana Perrine, A. vivipara L. var. vivipara and A. wercklei Intro duc tio n South Africa has a remarkable diversity of plant life with more plant species occurring here than in any other region of similar size, making it the world's richest temperate country in terms of floral wealth (Cowling & Hilton-Taylor, 1997) . A large proportion of this floral wealth is made up of succulents, with an estimated 47% of the world's diversity occurring in southern Africa (Smith et al., 1997; Van Jaarsveld et al., 2000) .
The Eastern Cape Province covers a total area of c. 170,000 km 2 (Low & Rebelo, 1996) , is roughly situated between 30-34° S and 23-30° E and is topographically variable. Altitude ranges from sea level to about 2,000 m in the north-east and 2,100 m in the north-west (Smith & Marx, 1990) . Rainfall varies considerably in amount with rainfall decreasing from the coast inland and from east to west (Smith & Marx, 1990) . These variations in climatic variables contribute to supporting the diverse indigenous flora that is found in the region. The province has the most biomes and vegetation types (Low & Rebelo, 1996) and supports vegetation ranging from indigenous sub-tropical forests to dry, subdesert karroid shrublands.
The Eastern Cape comprises 11 bioregions (Figure 2) , being "composite spatial terrestrial units defined on the basis of similar biotic and physical features and processes at the regional scale" (Mucina & Rutherford, 2006) . These further support 93 vegetation types and the Maputaland-Pondoland-Albany hotspot (Steenkamp et al., 2004) . The region also houses several important centres of plant diversity and endemism in South Africa (Van Wyk & Smith, 2001) . These are the Maputaland-Pondoland Region in which is nested the Pondoland Centre, the Drakensberg Alpine Centre, the Albany Centre and the eastern reaches of the Cape Floristic Region. Succulents have adapted to occur across the region and are well represented throughout the bioregions and centres of endemism. The Pondoland Centre for instance houses more than 120 endemic/near endemic species of which 24.2% are succulents, while the Albany Centre is home to more than 600 endemic/near endemic taxa comprising 60.6% succulent species (Van Wyk & Smith, 2001 ). The Drakensberg Alpine Centre in turn comprises more than 400 endemic/near-endemic taxa of which 5% is succulent (Van Wyk & Smith, 2001) .
The Agavaceae are a well known succulent plant family of the New World (Verhoek, 1998) with the genus Agave L. in particular being indigenous to Mexico, northern South America and the southern United States of America, as well as the West Indies. While no indigenous representatives in southern Africa exist, a number of species have become naturalised in the subcontinent (Smith et al., 1997) .
As part of an ongoing project to compile a Flora for the Eastern Cape Province and to document alien invasive succulents in southern Africa, five species of Agavaceae were recorded as naturalised in the region. These five species, Agave americana L. var. americana, A. angustifolia Haw. var. angustifolia, A. sisalana Perrine, A. vivipara L. var. vivipara and A. wercklei F.A.C.Weber ex Wercklé, are here described and a key provided to assist with the identification of the species. Distribution maps are provided for all species, based on recorded observations by the first author and on data from the Southern African Plant Invaders Atlas (SAPIA) database.
While the naturalised agaves are nowadays conspicuous elements where they occur in the Eastern Cape flora, none have reached the stage of being noxious weeds that threaten indigenous succulents. However, A. angustifolia in particular tends to locally form dense stands that virtually eliminate the movement of game and domestic stock.
Agaves in the Eastern Cape Agave L. Medium-sized to large, acaulescent or shortstemmed, monocarpic, rosulate, perennial, leaf succulent; rosettes up to 2 m tall, profusely proliferous through basal suckers. Leaves light blue, erect at first, becoming spreading to reflexed, lanceolate, 1-2 m long; margins armed with numerous, straight to flexuous or variously recurved, simple teeth, up to 10 mm long; apical spine conical to subulate, 30-50 mm long. Inflorescence paniculate, 5-9 m tall, branched, never bulbiferous. Flowers erect, yellow to greenish yellow, 70-100 mm long. Stamens epipetalous; filaments 60-90 mm long; anthers yellow, 30-36 mm long, centric to excentric. Capsules oblong, 40-50 mm long. Seeds lunate to lacrimiform, 7-8 × 5-6 mm, shiny black. Flowering time Dec.-Feb.
2. Aga ve a ngustifolia Haw. var. a ngustifolia (Figures 3-5 3. Aga ve sisa la na Perrine (Figures 6 and 7 ) Smith & Mössmer, 1996. Bothalia 26: 31-35. Medium-sized to large, acaulescent or shortstemmed, monocarpic, rosulate, perennial, leaf succulent; rosettes up to 2 m tall; profusely proliferous through elongated rhizomes. Leaves dark green, erect throughout, lanceolate, 0.9-1. 
